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Mervyn Peake books
from the collection of H.B. [Burgess] Drake.

H.B., or Bur [Burgess] Drake was a schoolmaster at Eltham College during Peake’s
time there and they became and remained friends afterwards, to the extent that he
was godfather to Peake’s daughter Clare in 1949. Peake also illustrated two of
Drake’s books; The Book of Lyonne [1952], and The Oxford English Course for
Secondary Schools, Book One [1957]. Peake regularly presented copies of his books
to Drake and his wife Renée [usually addressed as Rene in Peake’s inscriptions],
usually on or shortly after publication. This is a sample of those books…

PEAKE, Mervyn
Captain Slaughterboard Drops Anchor. Country Life, 1939.1st Edition. A little wear to
the spine and ever so slightly shaken in a rather defective chipped, split dust wrapper
missing several sections. [not inscribed]

£2,500



PEAKE, Mervyn
Shapes and Sounds. Chatto & Windus, 1941. 1st Edition. Very Good in chipped and worn
dust wrapper lacking most of the spine.
Inscribed on the end paper “To you Both with much Love – Mervyn – Nov 1941 –“

£750

PEAKE, Mervyn
Titus Groan. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 1946. 1st Edition, 1st issue. Very Good in slightly
browned dust wrapper a little worn on the spine.
Inscribed on the end paper “Renée, H.B; this is for you both with love from Mervyn
March – 1946 –“ Additionally signed in full on the half title page. With a full page
pencil drawing on the end paper showing a wind and rain swept Gormenghast
landscape.

£3250


